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Preface 
 
Many years ago James wrote an alternate history for the Second World War. This 
was partly to amuse himself and the other members of his wargame club as well 
as provide a source for scenarios for games set within that alternate history. 
 
James notes “During the 1980’s I wrote on a manual typewriter a 50 page diary 
of a reporter that reported events during World War II.  It was a story about the 
military exploits of World War II, mainly battles and it included some members’ 
names from our club as well.  50% is true and 50% is false.  Can you tell me the 
difference?” 
 
James further noted that he’d “lost the first page of it.  So we start on the second 
page.” The first page was later recovered and has been included here to keep the 
notes complete. 
 
James would appreciate any feedback/suggestions or alternatives. He can be 
contacted at: 
 
mailto:pzkpfw111g@comcast.net  
 
This Alternate History is broken up by year, with this part being 1939. 

mailto:pzkpfw111g@comcast.net
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Date Event 

August 2, 1939 Germany’s Foreign Minister Ribbentrop -- in an almost casual 
conversation with the Soviet charge’ in Berlin -- said, “from the 
Baltic to the Black Sea, there was no problem which could not 
be solved to our mutual satisfaction.”   
 
Albert Einstein writes a letter to Franklin Delanor Roosevelt 
alerting him to the potential of creating an Atomic bomb.  To 
indicate the power of such a device, Einstein said if the bomb 
exploded in a port, it “might destroy the whole port together 
with some surrounding territory.” 
 
The Kriegsmarine unveils some new ships to be added to the 
fleet; the Pocket Battleship Zenker - sister ship of the Admiral 
Graf von Spee, Battleships Sachsen, Württemberg, Baden and 
Bayern (now modernized with new engines, new long range 
guns, and flak batteries), Light Cruiser Leipzig now has three 
sister ships -- Gefion, Hela and Gazelle, the training ships 
Niobe, Amazone, Medusa, Nymphe, and Thetis are to be up 
gunned to have 10 x 5.9”/45, improved flak batteries and a 
brace of torpedo tubes.  It is hoped that the training cruisers 
will be ready by the end of 1939. 

August 4, 1939 Poland informs the Danzig Senate it would begin arming its 
custom officials in two days and any interference with their 
duties would be regarded as an act of violence, to be met 
accordingly.  This came on the heels of rumors that the Danzig-
East Prussia frontier would be opened. 
 
Generalissimo Francisco Franco assumes “absolute authority” 
in Spain, saying the he was “responsible only to God and to 
history.” 
 
Spain receives a shipment of aircraft from non-aligned nations 
– the shipment consisted of 65 (Polish) Lublin R-VIII b.s. 
Reconnaissance Bomber Floatplanes; 90 (Czech) Aero A-32 
Close support bombers; and 90 (Czech) Avia B-534-IV Fighters.  
With the help of Italian and German engineers, the Spanish 
navy begins raising the sunken battleships Alfonso XIII, which 
was lost over two years ago.  The Battleship Jaime I, will be 
repaired as much as Spanish docks can accomplish, then will 
be sent to an Italian shipyard for further repair.  A Spanish 
shipyard in the Mediterranean will start laying down keel to 
start building the warship Reina Victoria Eugenia, which the 
plans were discarded in 1919.  The Eugenia will have modern 
guns, and heightened anti-aircraft batteries, top speed is 21 
knots.  It is hoped that this warship will make it sea trials in 4 
to 5 years. 

August 7,1939 The Danzig Senate protested the arming of Polish Custom 
Officers. 
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August 8, 1939 The German Press opened up a propaganda campaign against 
Poland, citing “criminal war agitation” by the Poles 

August 9, 1939 The Third Reich protested the Polish economic reprisals 
against Danzig, stating they would result in “serious economic 
loss to the population of Danzig.” 

August 10, 
1939 

In a tough note to Berlin, Poland rejected Germany’s Danzig 
protest and said it “cannot perceive any legal foundation 
justifying Germany to interfere” in Polish - Danzig relations. 
 
A commercial adventure using deep-sea equipment begins 
exploring the possibility of raising the Spanish light cruiser 
Blas De Luzo, which after being refloated from striking the 
Centollo Reef off Cape Finisterre, sank in deep water in July of 
1932.  It is hoped that the recovery would mean new 
possibilities of other sunken vessels for this company.  There 
are numerous ships sunk off Morocco due to the Spanish Civil 
War that can be a boon in recovered materials. 

August 12, 
1939 

British and French officers held their first formal discussions 
in Moscow on meeting the threat of the German Military. 
 
Moscow informed Berlin that the Soviet Union was prepared to 
begin talks on outstanding differences between the two 
countries. 

August 12 to 
13, 1939 

In conferences with Chancellor Hitler and Foreign Minister 
Ribbentrop, Count Ciano said that Italy, drained militarily 
from its actions in Albania, Spain and Ethiopia, would not be 
ready for war until 1941 at the earliest.  Ciano had been told 
War with Poland was “inevitable,” and the Germans were 
virtually insisting on direct Italian support.  Part of Benito 
Mussolini’s concern, as relayed by Ciano, was the fear of Soviet 
intervention, but Chancellor Hitler assures him that “Russia 
will not make any move.” 

August 14, 
1939 

Foreign Minister for the Reich, Ribbentrop announces to the 
Soviets that he is willing to fly to Moscow “to lay the 
foundations for a final settlement of German-Soviet relations.” 

August 15, 
1939 

The French and British governments separately inform Berlin, 
that each will go to war “automatically” if a conflict broke out 
between the Reich and Poland. 
 
The Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov asks Germany if it was 
prepared to enter into a non-aggression treaty and use its 
influence to improve Soviet-Japanese relations. 
 
The Soviet Union breaks off military talks with Great Britain 
and with France today, stating that the Soviets could not get 
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Polish approval to grant Moscow transit rights in the event of a 
German invasion of Poland. 
 
Lord Halifax told the Poles that he believed Chancellor Hitler 
“is still undecided and anxious to avoid war.” 
 
The Poles, meanwhile, kept refusing to grant transit rights to 
the Soviets.  Smigly-Rydz summed up the Polish Altitude;  
“With the Germans we risk losing our freedom, with the 
Soviets we shall lose our souls.” 

August 17, 
1939 

The Wehrmacht is ordered to supply the SS with 510 Polish 
Army uniforms, which will be used as evidence of Polish 
Aggression in a faked border incident.  Unknown to the 
Germans, the Polish Secret Service started a programme of 
training German-speaking Poles to be infiltrated behind 
German Lines, to assassinate key high-ranking German 
Officers in the units massing on the border and to assume their 
places. 

August 19, 
1939 

The Soviets sign a trade agreement with the Germans.  Food 
for Technical skills. 

August 20 to 
25, 1939 

Soviet General Georgi K. Zhukov commanding the Soviet Far 
Eastern Army attacked the Japanese Kwantung Army 
positions in Outer Mongolia along the Khalka River.  Zhukov’s 
thrust was massive, touching off one of the largest battles since 
World War I and until then the biggest tank battle in history.  
Zhukov hurled 600 armoured vehicles at the Japanese, with 
nine divisions of infantry and cavalry, supported by 15 artillery 
brigades and over 300 planes.  After initial gains of 30 miles or 
more, a reinforced Japanese armoured division using new 
tanks from European nations, which set the Soviets into flight, 
held the Soviets.  In one particular two-hour battle, the Soviets 
lost 150 armoured vehicles and over 30 planes.  At one part of 
the battle, a Japanese line of 70 anti-tank guns and two 
divisions of infantry stopped then overran three Soviet 
divisions in a flank march at night.  The outcome of the five-
day battle saw the Japanese lose almost 18,000 casualties and 
200 planes, but the Soviets lost between estimates of 500 tanks 
and 15 to 22,000 men and 270 of the Russian aircraft.  Both 
sides lost heavily, and both sides suffered a major military 
setback in modern history. 

August 22, 
1939 

Soviet and Japanese naval forces duelled in the Sea of Japan.  
Soviets lost 3 destroyers and two of their cruisers were 
crippled.  Japan lost 5 submarines and an obsolete armoured 
cruiser.  Japanese aerial reconnaissance over the Port of 
Vladivostok reveals that the Soviets have two battleships and 
two heavy cruisers in their harbor.  A Japanese consul 
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reported two heavy warships nearing completion in the port’s 
shipyards. 
 
Chancellor Adolf Hitler summons his top generals to 
Obersalzmund, Germany.  He was in an expansive mood.  
Germany had just concluded its pact with the Soviet Union, 
and he felt he would win everything he wanted.  Hitler 
delivered a lengthy monologue on how he reached his 
momentous decisions and how he planned to shape history in 
the future.  A transcript will be preserved for future historians.  
One historian has called it “one of the great documents of our 
great century.” 
 
Radio Berlin issues a communiqué on the forthcoming Moscow 
conference and said its purpose was to conclude a 
nonaggression pact. 
 
Moscow stated the talks with the Germans were in “no way 
incompatible” with the ongoing military discussion with the 
French and the British on “organizing resistance against 
aggression.” 
 
London announces the proposed Soviet-German pact would not 
change its commitment to Poland.  Prime Minster Neville 
Chamberlain reiterated London’s pledge in a letter to 
Chancellor Hitler. 

August 23, 
1939 

In a move which electrified the world “Molotov and 
Ribbentrop” sign the German-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact in 
Moscow.  Both sides carved out spheres of influence in eastern 
and central Europe.  Russian Sphere is Finland, Estonia, 
Latvia, eastern Poland, Besserabia, northern Sweden, and 
Persia.  German sphere is the rest of Poland, Lithuania, 
Berlin’s allies, Greece and Turkey.  Italy and Japan were 
stunned.  
 
Hitler responded to the August 22 message from the British 
Prime Minister Chamberlain by saying that Germany was 
fully prepared and most determined to go to war with Britain if 
attacked by her.  
 
U.S. President Roosevelt cabled Hitler and Polish President 
Ignace Moscicki to negotiate, arbitrate differences between 
Germany and Poland, in order to avoid war.  
 
Poland starts mobilizing its forces along her entire frontier, 
Polish naval forces begin mining all approaches to Danzig and 
Gdansk.  Artillery emplacements in the Danzig corridor are 
strengthened. 
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Gauleiter Albert Forster is decreed head of Danzig by the 
Danzig Senate. 

August 24, 
1939 

Albert Forster is declared Danzig’s head of state, an act 
immediately challenged by Poland. 

August 25, 
1939 

Mussolini tells Hitler that Italy can’t fight France or Britain at 
this time.  Her military did not have sufficient supplies.  Her 
Air Force had fuel for only 3 months.  Hitler orders the pocket 
battleship Admiral Scheer to bolster Italian morale by sailing 
immediately for Naples.  The Scheer is currently off the 
northern coast of Spain on a training cruise.  German Admiral 
of the Kriegsmarine - Raeder sends the light cruiser Leipzig 
and Emden to assist the Scheer.  
 
President Roosevelt sends a message to Hitler as a second 
appeal for peace.  
 
As a result of the day’s developments, Hitler cancels his order 
for the invasion of Poland which was set for the next morning.  
Some German army units don’t receive the stand down orders 
and attack the border and are wiped out.  France urges direct 
negotiations between Germany and Poland to avoid war. 
 
Japan formally protests the Soviet-German agreement as a 
violation of the Anti-Comintern Pact. 

August 26, 
1939 

Poland promises to consult with Great Britain and with France 
before pursuing any policy which might provoke Germany into 
military action. 

August 27, 
1939 

The Pocket Battleship Admiral Graf von Spee leaves Germany 
for the open sea, followed by the cruiser Nurnberg.  The Pocket 
Battleship Zenker heads out of the Baltic into the North Sea 
with Battle cruiser Scharnhorst, cruiser Köln and 5 destroyers.  
 
The first flight by a jet-powered aircraft was achieved by a 
German Heinkel 178. 
 
Chancellor Adolf Hitler writes to France’s Premier Daladier 
that war appeared inevitable between German and Poland.  “I 
see no possibility of persuading Poland, who deems herself safe 
from attack by virtue of guarantees given to her, to agree to a 
peaceful solution.” 
 
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain proposes Poland attempt 
to enlist the Pope as a peace intermediary and offer the Reich 
neutral observers and a population exchange. 

August 28, 
1939 

Poland calls up additional reservists.  
 

Volume 1 Page 6 of 33 1939 



Can You Tell Fact From Fiction, Folks?  An alternative history of the Second World War 

Date Event 

Belgium and the Netherlands offer to negotiate peace between 
Germany and Poland.  
 
A new Japanese cabinet is formed under General Nobriyichi 
Abe. 

August 29, 
1939 

German troops completely occupy Slovakia because of a 
request from Father Tiso who claims to fear a Polish invasion.  
Polish troops have crossed the frontier several times in the 
past weeks. 

August 30, 
1939 

Lord Halifax broadcasting from Radio Berlin urges Poland not 
to engage in any violent actions against the German minority 
and to halt inflammatory anti-German radio propaganda.  
Foreign Minister Ribbentrop told the British ambassador that 
Germany had 16 demands to present to the Poles, but he said 
the issue was academic since Poland was unwilling to send an 
representative to Berlin by midnight. 

August 31, 
1939 

Germany announces it considered its demands rejected by 
Poland:  “The Fuhrer and the German Government have now 
waited for two days in vain for the arrival of an authorized 
Polish delegate.” 
 
Germany cuts all communications with Warsaw, calls back the 
Nazi Ambassador to Berlin. 
 
In Great Britain, London begins evacuations of school children. 

September 1, 
1939 

Germany invades Poland and touched off the European side of 
WW-2.  Berlin claimed that Polish Army Regulars started 
firing on German civilians along the frontier and that local 
defense forces returned the fire, beginning at 0445 hrs.  Most 
German divisions attacked across the Polish border except for 
16 widely scattered units which refused to let other units to 
past thru them.  Most of the Germans met passive resistance 
except at two points, The Danzig corridor and the Polish 
Silesia region of coalmines.  Both areas were heavily fortified 
and the attackers were repulsed with heavy losses.  All in all, 
Germany attacked with 52 divisions against a Polish Army a 
third that size.  Germany unveiled the Blitzkrieg – highly 
mobile armour and tactical aircraft leading the ground forces 
through and around Polish elaborate defences.  Large-scale 
pincer movements were executed to perfection.  Great Britain 
and France notified Germany that all hostilities with Poland 
must cease or they would come to the aid of the Poles.  Both 
countries ordered total mobilization.  Danzig was proclaimed to 
be part of Germany by the German press.  Polish forces 
repelled the German invaders and Danzig rioters at the same 
time in the corridor. 
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September 2, 
1939 

Poland calls on France and Britain to begin military action 
against Germany as soon as possible.  Long-range aircraft of 
the Luftwaffe destroy two Polish divisions as they moved up to 
the front.  A Polish Cavalry Brigade is wiped out when its 
mounted lancers attacked a light tank Battalion in its rest 
laager.  Ten Royal Air Force bomber squadrons are deployed in 
France.  The first French Army Corps advanced into Germany, 
with a cautious advance at best.  Ireland proclaims her 
neutrality.  The British Royal Navy’s First battle squadron is 
sent into the North Sea with French naval units supporting.  
HMS Destroyer Ilex strikes a mine off Portland Bill. 
 
French Battleship Paris hits and sinks by ramming the 
Kriegsmarine Submarine U-45 near Dogger Bank in a fog.  
French Air Force bomber squadrons bomb Frankfurt; lose 9 
planes to Luftwaffe fighter planes.  Hitler orders three 
divisions from Poland to block the French. 
 
Germany told Norway that it would respect its neutrality but 
warned it would not tolerate any abuse of Oslo’s position by 
Great Britain or France. 

September 3, 
1939 

Six Polish Regiments, one which is armoured, penetrates into 
East Prussia, putting German supply and support units into a 
panic, but German Army units make their position untenable, 
cutting them off to the south.  Czestochowa, Poland falls, but 
the German X Army suffers a temporary setback as it tries to 
cross the Warta River.  The Polish Air Force creases to be an 
effective fighting element.  But Berlin is bombed for the first 
time by three Polish bombers even as the rest of the Air Force 
is destroyed.  These bombers get off scot-free by landing in 
Sweden. 
 
Great Britain declares a blockade of Germany.  Winston 
Churchill becomes the First Sea Lord of the Admiralty.  The 
Royal Air Force dropped 6 million leaflets on cities in northern 
Germany and the Ruhr, the first of the propaganda raids.  
France strikes at the Ruhr with 12 bomber squadrons causing 
light damage to the Messerschmitt plant in Cologne.  British 
Passenger Liner Athenia is torpedoed and sunk west of 
Scotland, en route to Canada.  Kriegsmarine U-boat U-30 is 
later credited with the sinking; even through the captain of the 
U-boat thought the Athenia was an armed merchant cruiser.  
The Athenia lost 118 killed of which 28 were Americans.   
 
British cruisers Kent and Norfolk caught and sank German 
Destroyers Z-4 and Z-5 near Jutland. 
Belgium declares its neutrality. 
 
Great Britain completes the three-day evacuation of 1,500,000 
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civilians from the larger cities to the country. 
 
Winston Churchill becomes the first Sea Lord of the Admiralty. 
 
Word of Churchill’s appointment was flashed to all Royal Navy 
ships and installations with this simple message “Winston is 
back.” 

September 4, 
1939 

Polish naval units sneak into a German Baltic Harbor and 
torpedo three merchant ships and the warship Schleisien, 
which settled into the mud of the port with decks awash.  
Polish Silesia defenders are encircled and destroyed, of 4,500 
men of the defenders only 90 men survived to be captured.  
German troops sustained heavy casualties.  The Polish 
government begins to leave Warsaw. 
 
First British Army Division lands in France. 
 
The Pocket Battleship Admiral Scheer with light cruisers 
Leipzig and Emden surprise the Royal Navy’s Aircraft Carrier 
Glorious, Battleship Barham, and cruisers Berwick and Danae 
in a night duel of wills.  The Barham is holed from a torpedo of 
the Emden and several fires are set by the Scheer’s accurate 
gunfire.  Carrier Glorious is sunk by combined gunfire of 
Emden and Leipzig.  But the cruisers HMS Berwick and 
Danae damage the Admiral Scheer.  The German ships 
disappeared into the night and are sighted by a British 
merchant ship, entering Lisbon’s harbour. 
 
Spain declares her neutrality, but Franco pledges to secretly 
support the Axis. 

September 5, 
1939 

The German X and XIV Army units cross the Vistula River and 
occupy Krakow.  So far Germany has had 1,500 men killed and 
over 700 wounded, most of them in the Danzig and Silesia 
regions.  Polish Danzig army units surrender to overwhelming 
German forces.  German troops found hundreds of German 
residents of the city massacred by the Polish defenders.  
Chancellor Hitler uses these reports as documented atrocities 
to justify the invasion of Poland. 
 
The United States declares its neutrality. 
 
British Royal Air Force bombers of 29 Bristol Blenheims and 
Vickers Wellington are sent to attack the Kriegsmarine North 
Sea bases at Wilhelmshaven and Brunsbuttel, (10 bombers fail 
to find their targets but stray over the Netherlands and are 
forced to land.  One British bomber bombed Esbjerg, a town in 
Denmark, then neutral, 110 miles away from the intended 
targets.  Three bombers attacked two British Royal Navy 
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warships, the cruiser Belfast is hit by 2 bombs, sustaining light 
damage.  Seven planes are shot down by German flak 
batteries.  Eight of the bombers found the right target areas 
and made their bomb runs.  Three bombs hit the pocket 
battleship Deutschland but failed to explode, and four bombs 
struck the heavy cruiser Admiral Hipper, but the most damage 
inflicted to a German warship was when a Vickers Wellington 
bomber crashes into the Admiral Hipper’s B Turret in a low 
level attack. 
 
Polish rear guards and armed civilians offered determined 
resistance at Bydgoszcz before yielding to the Wehrmacht’s III 
Corps units. 
 
General Jan Christian Smuts is named prime minister of 
South Africa after the legislature defeated a proposal that the 
country its neutrality.  Many South Africans of Dutch descent 
were sympathetic to Germany’s racial policies and were not 
disposed to aid the British in any way. 

September 6, 
1939 

German Army troops reach the Warsaw suburb of Ochota, but 
are repulsed with moderate losses.  Kielce is captured.  The 
Polish government reaches Brest-Litovsk, all Poles capable of 
fighting behind German lines are ordered to fight in guerrilla 
bands.  All other Poles are to cross the Vistula and join in 
establishing a new defense line to the east. 
 
Great Britain’s first air raid warning turns out to be a fake.  
Royal Air Force interceptors imagined attackers, ended 
shooting at each other.  Supermarine Spitfires shot down two 
Hawker Hurricane fighters and one Vickers Wellington 
medium bomber. 
 
South Africa declares war on Germany. 
 
Iraq breaks off diplomatic relations with Berlin. 
 
Soviet submarine D-1 “Dekabrist” practicing on the setting up 
and attacking surface shipping in the Black Sea accidentally 
torpedoes the Romanian destroyer Marasiti (built in 1917).  
Romania immediately issues an all out alert for the Soviet 
aggression.  The Marasiti is towed home by a sister ship (old 
Austrian-Hungarian) destroyer Sboul. 

September 7, 
1939 

The Royal Navy’s pre-dreadnought battleship (1906) 
Agamemnon previously used as a naval academy training ship 
has been recommissioned as a floating gun platform to guard 
the approaches to the Thames River.  Battleship Royal Oak 
(1916) is ordered to assume the position as Fleet flagship for 
the 14th Battle Squadron at Scapa Flow.  The squadron 
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consists of Battleship Royal Sovereign, Battle Cruisers Lion, 
Renown, Repulse and the largest ship in the British Fleet – 
HMS Hood.  Also stationed at Scapa Flow will be the Aircraft 
Carrier Courageous.  The Royal Oak has been commanding the 
Anglo-Egyptian coastal fleet consisting of coastal monitors 
Gorgon, Abercrombie, Havelock and Roberts, the Carriers 
Pegasus (formerly HMS Ark Royal - 1914), and Argus, plus 16 
supporting destroyers. 
 
Defenders in the Polish enclave of Westerplatte in Danzig 
surrendered. 
 
Chancellor Hitler in a meeting with Kriegsmarine Grand 
Admiral Erich Raeder, directed the Kriegsmarine “in order not 
to provoke neutral countries, the United States in particular, it 
is forbidden to torpedo passenger liners, even when sailing in 
convoy.  Warfare against French merchant ships, attacks on 
ports is prohibited and mine laying off French ports is also 
prohibited.” 

September 8, 
1939 

The French Army reaches the Rhine River, while a second 
Army Corps advances toward the Ruhr, destination the city of 
Frankfurt.  Resistance is negligible. 
 
Sixty thousand Polish Army troops are encircled west of 
Radon.  The German IV Panzer Division smashes its way to 
the outskirts of Warsaw.  Polish units counterattack near 
Kutnow, forcing the Germans to retreat 30 miles on the Burza 
River, the beginning of a week of bitter fighting. 
 
The attack on Warsaw is delayed. 
 
U.S. President Roosevelt proclaims a state of “limited national 
emergency,” citing the European war which “imposes on the 
United States certain safeguarding and enforcement” of its 
neutral status “and the strengthening of the national defense 
within the limits of peacetime authorizations.”  All U.S. 
military forces were authorized increases in manpower 
strength, and the president was allowed to recall reservists to 
active duty. 

September 9, 
1939 

Stiff resistance west of Warsaw turns German Army Panzers 
back. 
 
French troops begin cross the Rhine River; heavy fighting 
begins with the German defenders.  The start of 10 days of 
German-French fighting and a steady leakage of German 
Army units from Poland. 
 
Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov prematurely congratulated 
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Berlin on the “entry of German troops into Warsaw” and 
promised Soviet intervention within the next few days.  
Ribbentrop had invited the Soviets to advance to their new 
common frontier, the Narew, Vistula, and San Rivers (the Bug 
and Pissa would eventually replace the Vistula to avoid a 
divided Warsaw). 

September 10, 
1939 

Canada declares war on Germany. (Hesitation on Canada’s 
part permitted for a few days, the accelerated delivery from the 
United States of large mounts of war goods, which were now 
barred under American neutrality laws). 
 
The main body of British Army forces begin moving to France 
under the command of Lord Cort. 
 
British Royal Naval Battleships Warspite, Repulse, and Hood 
fight a duel with German Battleships Sachsen, Württemberg 
and the newly rebuilt Baden.  The Warspite loses her “Y” 
turret to a shell from the Baden and major power loss from 
shells from the Sachsen.  The Kriegsmarine warships Baden 
and Württemberg pound the Repulse into wreckage.  This 
battle sees the first use of Kriegsmarine floatplanes in battle 
using torpedoes.  The Hood is torpedoed twice by the German 
planes, but so is the Baden, by mistake. 
 
English troops take up positions between the German frontier 
and the English Channel along the Belgium’s border. 

September 11, 
1939 

German Army troops force their way across the San River Line 
in Poland.  Polish defenders at Radon are destroyed.  German 
troops bag 60,000 prisoners. 
 
The French Army operating within Germany expands their 
bridgehead north and south along the east side of the Rhine 
River.  Leading units of French AMR-35 light tanks armed 
only with a turreted heavy machine gun, and Char S-35 Souma 
medium tanks, with the aide of scout cars reach the suburbs of 
Germany’s oldest universities towns -- Heidelberg. 
 
The British Parliament decides that no further attempt will be 
made to attack Germany by Air. 

September 12, 
1939 

Polish units push the German back 21 miles south of Kutno.  
Lowicz is recaptured, but Gdynia is evacuated.  A Czech army 
in exile is formed in France.  Luftwaffe planes bomb 
Kremenets in eastern Poland, a declared open village where 
the diplomatic community from Warsaw had taken refuge. 
 
Royal Navy warships from the 14th Battle Squadron and other 
squadrons, with the assistance of cruisers Dublin, Calliope, 
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Curlew and the Anti-Aircraft Cruiser Carlisle, engage the 
Kriegsmarine Pocket Battleship Zenker and the Heavy 
cruisers Admiral Hipper and Blucher with eight destroyers in 
attendance in a night duel – 95 miles south of Bergen, Norway.  
Shells from 12-inch, 14-inch and 15-inch guns straddle the 
Zenker, while only the Admiral Hipper is able to driver off her 
attackers with the use of accurate gunfire, crippling HMS 
Dublin and Curlew.  The Zenker is finally able to turn away 
with the Admiral Hipper and Blucher covering her.  The Royal 
Navy’s accounts note that the Zenker is finally seen 
disappearing over the horizon on fire in at least three places.  
The only reason the English ships did not pursue was because 
they were trying to elude the persistent torpedo attacks of the 
Kriegsmarine destroyers.  Both the Admiral Hipper and the 
Blucher were seen to be on fire as well, the Hipper also seems 
to have a slight list of at least 10 degrees to port. 
 
The German Foreign Minister Ribbentrop demands on the 
threat of military action, the Romanians not give asylum to 
Polish officials crossing the border. 

September 13, 
1939 

The U.S. Ambassador in Warsaw, Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, 
Jr., reports that the Luftwaffe bombers were attacking the 
civilian population.  He said, “they are releasing the bombs 
they carry even when they are in no doubt as to the identity of 
their objectives.” 
 
The German High Command announced today that civilian 
targets in Poland would be bombed since civilians were 
involving themselves in the fighting. 

September 14, 
1939 

German troops from East Prussia broke into the open when 
they crossed the Narew River near Modlin and swept around 
Warsaw to begin the encirclement of the Polish capital.  Lwow 
is cut off by the Germans. 
 
Kriegsmarine U-boat U-39 is sunk by Royal Navy destroyers in 
the Atlantic. 
 
Kriegsmarine Pocket Battleship Admiral Scheer and cruisers 
Leipzig and Emden sneak past the British Base of Gibraltar 
and enter the Mediterranean Sea. 
 
Due to a false alarm that Belgium was being invaded, Belgian 
troops opened fire upon the garrisoning British Army troops 
along her southern border in France.  South of Ypres, scene of 
the longest battle in British history during World War I, the 
fighting took 3 hours to quell.  Belgian losses were 90 
casualties to the British Army loss of 14 dead and 49 wounded.  
Both sides expended three days worth of artillery supplies in 
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this battle between two friendly forces.  In the final count, the 
Army of Great Britain lost 14 armoured A-11 Matilda I 
infantry tanks and 41 other vehicles due to the Belgian 
accurate fire. 
 
German forces from East Prussia broke into the open when 
they crossed the Narew River near Modlin and swept around 
Warsaw to begin encirclement of the Polish Capital.  Lwow 
was cut off completely by the German troops.  Ukrainians, 
residents of Poland, began an uprising in Lwow and 
Stanislawow (Ivano-Frankovs), attacking small Polish army 
units. 
 
Moscow unleashed a Propaganda campaign to prepare public 
opinion for the Soviet Union entry into the war.  The 
Communist Party newspaper Pravda carried a front page 
deploring Poland’s treatment of minorities. 

September 15, 
1939 

Anxious to secure its eastern flank, Moscow concludes a 
ceasefire with Japan ending the border war along the 
Mongolian-Siberian frontier after having lost greatly to the 
Kwantung Army. More than 300 miles of its border with China 
being lost, and heavy damage to the Pacific naval units.  The 
Port of Vladivostok is threatened by Japanese Army units, 
which are only 20 miles from the port. Definition of the frontier 
is not concluded until 1941. 
 
The French Army forces expand their holdings in Western 
Germany, both west and east of the Rhine River to include the 
Swiss border and the large fortified city of Aachen, newly 
captured by the 74th Croix de Lion division. 
 
Wehrmacht’s ground troops closed in the encirclement of the 
Polish Poznan Army at Kutno.  Brest-Litvosk, which is 120 
miles east of Warsaw, is surrounded.  Warsaw’s military 
commander Major General Juliusz Rommel of the Polish Army 
refuses to discuss a surrender proposal from the Germans. 

September 17, 
1939 

Soviet Army Forces invade eastern Poland today.  The Red 
Army strikes across Poland’s thousand mile long border with 
an estimated 40 divisions.  Poland has only 25 frontier 
Battalions left in the east.  But they give a good account of 
themselves before being overrun by the Soviets.  Two of the 
battalions gave the invading Soviet divisions a bloody nose 
before retreating.  Forty thousand prisoners are taken by the 
Germans at Kutno in western Poland.  Brest-Litovsk is 
captured after a three day battle. 
 
Moscow informs Helsinki that she will respect the Finland’s 
neutrality. 
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Italy informs Athens, that it would take no military action 
against Greece even if Italy enters the war. 
 
British Aircraft Carrier Argus is sunk in the Western 
Approaches while on Submarine duty.  She is sunk of SW 
Ireland by a Kriegsmarine U-boat, more than 500 men are 
killed. 
 
Polish stragglers cross into Romania.  Warsaw is totally 
isolated as converging German ground troops meet at Siedice. 
 
French Army units west of the Rhine river reach the Dutch 
frontier where the Rhine enters the Netherlands. 
 
The Soviet Union recognizes Slovakia as an independent state. 

September 18, 
1939 

German and Soviet forces join up along the Brest-Litvosk Line.  
The German X and XIV Armies begin attacking Warsaw. 
 
In simultaneous announcements; Denmark, Norway, Finland, 
Sweden and Iceland declare that they intend to trade with all 
the belligerents to protect their economies 

September 19, 
1939 

About 30,000 Polish troops reaches Warsaw after fighting their 
way out of Kutno.  Luftwaffe bombers begin a concentrated 
assault on Warsaw. 
 
Royal Navy Cruiser Colombo attacks and sinks by ramming 
during the night the Kriegsmarine U-boat U-5 near Dover.  
The U-boat had been laying mines on the surface only four 
miles from the harbour. 
 
French Air Force and Luftwaffe warplanes engage each other 
over Munich, when the French attacked with 20 Brequet Bre-
XIXB-2 bombers and 15 Bloch 151 fighters sweeping in to 
attack the Luftwaffe bases around the city.  The Luftwaffe lost 
6 Heinkel He-111 bombers in the air and 19 Dornier Do-17 
Flying Pencil bombers on the ground.  Twelve Messerschmitt 
Bf-110 fighters and 2 Bf-109 are shot down.  France lost 19 
warplanes in all.  One twin engined French bomber crashed 
into the Olympic Stadium, killing 51 civilians, injuring 121 
others.  The crowd was watching a football match between 
Munich and Düsseldorf. 

September 20, 
1939 

The first air engagement between the Royal Air Force and the 
Luftwaffe is fought near Aachen when a flight of 
Messerschmitt Bf-109’s intercept three Fairey Battles bombers 
patrolling nearby.  Two of the Battles are shot down. 
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September 21, 
1939 

Premier Armand Calinescu of Romania is assassinated by 
members of the Nazi Iron Guard. 
 
U.S. President Roosevelt calls for a special session of Congress 
to repeal the arms embargo provision of the U.S. Neutrality 
Act, saying that by repeal the country “will more probably 
remain at peace than if the law remains as it stands today.” 

September 22, 
1939 

Chancellor Adolf Hitler visits the front, observing the artillery 
shelling of Warsaw’s suburb of Praga. 

September 23, 
1939 

Germany declares that all organized fighting in Poland has 
ended. 
 
Mussolini restated that Italy’s intention to remain neutral 
unless attacked, following a policy to “strengthen our army in 
preparation for any eventualities and support every possible 
peace effort while working in silence.” 

September 24, 
1939 

The Royal Navy’s Cruisers Diomede and Dragon attacked 
German shipping just inside the Dutch Leeward Islands 
coastal zone.  The cruisers are able to capture one 2,000 ton 
coastal steamer, and sinking two 2,500 ton merchantmen.  The 
Netherlands’s government protest about belligerents entering 
and fighting battles in neutral territory.  Great Britain 
counters the protest with a protest of the Dutch aiding and 
abetting the enemy. 

September 25, 
1939 

Warsaw is subjected to murderous aerial bombardment as 
wave after wave of Luftwaffe bombers attacked the now 
defenceless city. 

September 26, 
1939 

The German VIII Army joins in the attack on Warsaw. 
 
The German IX Army is formed consisting of seven infantry 
divisions, 18 miles east of the Rhine River with the flanks of 
the IX Army holding Bavaria and the Ruhr Region.  The 
French Army continues to attack aggressively, capturing 8 
bridges across the Rhine River, making a bridgehead of 3 miles 
deep by 8 miles long...  Heavy air battles ensue over the 
bridgehead. 

September 27, 
1939 

Warsaw surrenders, more than 140,000 Poles lay down their 
arms.  Immediately afterwards, German Divisions not needed 
in Poland are rushed west to retake all of western Germany 
under the French Army thumb.  Over 28 Divisions respond, 
two of which are armoured. 

September 28, 
1939 

The French Communist Party is dissolved by presidential 
decree.  It became illegal to propagandize themes of the Third 
International.  French Communists were at this time the 
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leaders of the anti-war movement, having quickly adapted to 
the new Moscow-Berlin alliances. 
 
Estonia and the Soviet Union sign a 10-year mutual assistance 
pact, with the Soviets acquiring military rights and access to 
raw materials.  (Moscow will be signing similar pacts with 
Lithuania and Latvia in the next 5 days, completing Soviet 
hegemony over the Baltic States). 

September 29, 
1939 

Two Polish units fleeing south from Warsaw, pursued by 
German Panzers, ambush and destroy a convoy of returning 
German infantry – victorious over the defeated Poles.  It would 
seem that the pursuing panzers lost their way and took the 
wrong road leading away from the Poles intended route.  The 
convoy consisted of 13 trucks and 20 halftracks loaded with 
celebrating Nazis, some laden with spoils of war.  

September 30, 
1939 

Polish President Ignace Moscicki, interned in Romania, 
resigned.  A Polish provisional government is established in 
Paris under General Wladyslaw Sikorski. 
 
The British Cabinet authorized poison gas shipments to 
France for use if Germany begins using chemical warfare 
weapons. 

October 1, 1939 All Polish Forces surrender, but surprising enough, some air 
and naval units are able to escape and head west and south to 
Great Britain. 
 
The Japanese XI Corps begins withdrawing from Northern 
Hunan Province in china, ending an abortive attempt that 
began in early August to capture Changsha and the Tungting 
Lake area.  Known as the first battle of Changsha, the action 
was a major victory for Chiang Kai-Shek’s forces, which had 
previously failed to distinguish themselves in battle. 

October 2,1939 French Army units expand their bridgehead east of the Rhine 
by 2 more miles southward and 12 miles northward.  
Wehrmacht resistance is becoming formidable.  French 
commanders were heard to complain of heavy attacks by 
Panzer formations and ground attack planes of the Luftwaffe 
(Henschel Hs-123 and Hs-126 planes).  Ten Luftwaffe Dornier 
Do-17e medium bombers and 23 Focke-Wulf FW-56 Stosser 
fighters are shot down when they tried to raid rear positions on 
the east side of the Rhine. 
 
During the night of the 1st and 2nd of October 1939, the Royal 
Air Force flew over Berlin for the first time in the war dropping 
leaflets. 
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The Congress of American Republics in Panama proclaimed a 
zone of safety around the Western Hemisphere.  South of 
Canada, the zone varied in width from 300 to 1,500 miles and 
belligerents were warned to stay clear.  The British and 
Germans alike objected to the action, London on the grounds it 
would work to the disadvantage of the Royal Navy, and Berlin 
because it restricted U-boat operations. 
 
Germany advises the United States, that US merchant ships in 
international waters were subject to search by German 
warships. 

October 3, 1939 The German X Army is pulled out of Poland and is rushed to 
the Western Front. 
 
German units of the XXXIV and XVI infantry divisions attacks 
the French bridgehead near the Rhine in the southern sector 
and are able to push back several large French units back 
across the Rhine.  They succeeded to put a battalion of German 
troops across to the east side of the Rhine River, one company 
infiltrating the French line succeeded in capturing a French 
divisional headquarters, which put seven French battalions 
into a near panic retreat. 

October 5, 1939 The Last of the Polish Army surrenders, in the Radzyn-Kock 
area.  In all, the Germans capture about 694,000 Poles who 
surrendered out of 800,000-man force.  German losses in the 
Polish Campaign are 13,111 killed and 27,278 wounded. 
 
Chancellor Hitler flies to Warsaw to inspect the damage 
inflicted by the Army and the Luftwaffe.   
 
Latvia and the Soviet Union sign a 10-year mutual assistance 
treaty.  The Soviets were given naval and air bases on the 
Baltic Sea. 
 
The Soviet Union saying that “now that the international 
situation has altered on the account of war,” invited Finland to 
begin discussions on territorial adjustments. 
 
French infantry counter-attack, but fail to force the Germans 
back across the Rhine.  At one point, the French are able to 
cross and make another bridgehead on the east side of the 
Rhine of 1 mile in depth and 5 miles in length.  French 
medium armor was instrumental in the expansion of the 
bridgehead.  Ironically French troops capture the eastern ends 
of six bridges across the Rhine and cut off the German 
bridgehead west of the Rhine.  Mass artillery barrages are laid 
down on the Germans west of the Rhine.  German casualties 
are 217 dead, and 7 Panzers (pzkpfw 1’s and II’s mainly), due 
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to the French counter-attack.  It will take three days of 
renewed effort and 3 new divisions from Poland, before the 
French counter-bridgehead is destroyed. 
 
British Battleship HMS Royal Sovereign strikes a naval mine, 
recently laid by the Luftwaffe.  She is holed rather badly and 
limps into port.  Repair crews estimate that she will be out of 
action for 8 months. 
 
The Luftwaffe announces that they have sunk or crippled 15 to 
20 naval targets entering French and English ports. 

October 6, 1939 Chancellor Hitler delivers a speech to the Reichstag in which 
he indicates that he is content with the conquest of Poland and 
vows to throw the French out of Western Germany, and to 
make France pay for their audacity in attack the Reich. 

October 7, 1939 Chancellor Hitler issues his “Strengthening of Germanhood 
Decree,” providing for the “elimination of the harmful influence 
of nationally alien populations, which constitute a danger to 
the Reich and the German community”.  Poland was to be 
converted to German “Lebensraum” and Poles were to be 
evicted or killed. 

October 9, 1939 The U.S. cargo ship City of Flint, en route from New York to 
Great Britain is captured by the Kriegsmarine Pocket 
Battleship Deutschland on grounds it was hauling contraband 
materials (Tractors, fruit and grain).  This incident soured 
relations between the U.S. and Germany. 
 
French light cruiser Jeanne De Vienne and the Kriegsmarine 
light cruiser Emden fight an inconclusive duel near Barcelona, 
Spain. 
 
British forces inside France now total 158,000 men. 

October 10, 
1939 

A international incident occurred when visiting United States 
Naval vessels at the port of Naples, Italy; consisting of the 
vessels USS  Battleship New Mexico, Armoured Cruiser 
Huntington, Cruisers Charleston, Denver, Tacoma,  Destroyers 
USS Sterrett, Duncan, Balch, Nicholson, and Wilkes were fired 
upon, technically by the practicing Naples large caliber shore 
batteries.  Whereby no hits were sustained by the American 
ships, the American Ambassador George A. Perkins threatened 
immediate closure of all American offices and the withdrawal 
of all investments in Italy.  With the possibility of freezing 
Italian assets in the United States.  An immediate apology was 
received seven hours later by the commanding officer of the 
American task force (Admiral Darell C. Philips).  It was later 
revealed that the commander of the shore batteries had 
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miscalculated the angle of fire, for the targets were only three 
miles north of the American ship’s positions. 

October 11, 
1939 

Fearing war between Finland and the Soviet Union, US 
President Roosevelt  appealed to the Soviet President Mikhail 
I. Kalinin for restraint on Moscow’s part and to “make no 
demands on Finland which are inconsistent with the 
maintenance and development of amicable and peaceful 
relations between the two countries, and the independence of 
each” 
 
The British War Office moves to increase the weekly 
production of mustard gas from 31o to 1,200 tons. 
 
Finnish delegates met with their counterparts (Soviet) in 
Moscow on demands for Soviet Military Bases in Finland. 

October 12, 
1939 

Germany begins deporting Austrian and Czechoslovakian Jews 
to Poland. 

October 14, 
1939 

The Royal Navy’s Battleship HMS Royal Oak is sunk at Scapa 
Flow by a Kriegsmarine U-boat and 833 men and boys are lost.  
The heavy cruiser HMS Norfolk is reported to have been 
torpedoed by the same U-boat.  The U-boat commander is 
Lieutenant Gunther Prien is acclaimed as a national hero for 
his bravery.  Prien snuck into a heavily fortified naval base 
north of Scotland, torpedoed the Royal Oak and fired other 
torpedoes at other targets, then on the surface, sailed out of 
the harbor without the British knowing about it. 
 
Spanish cruiser Navarra if fired upon by mistake by the 
French Navy’s Heavy Cruiser Suffren.  Spain orders her armed 
forces to full alert status 
 
Royal Navy Destroyer HMS Glowworm picks up survivors of 
the passenger liner SS Edinburgh after she was torpedoed in 
the Bay of Biscay.  Captain McQueen and his first mate Owens 
are found to be missing after the ship went down.  Both are 
found in a life raft ten days later along with the Captain’s two 
daughters by HMS Cruiser Arethusa. 
 
Finland offers a counterproposal to the Soviets, which Moscow 
rejects because the Soviets felt that they did not represent 
even their minimum terms.  Stalin was particularly insistent 
on getting Hango, west of Helsinki, in the Gulf of Finland, 
since he said, “The Finnish Gulf must be closed to prevent any 
nation from entering there.” 
 
Life in Occupied Poland: 

Under the occupation by the Germans - Poles were barred 
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from: 
1. Riding in Taxis. 
2. Carrying briefcases. 
3. Wearing felt hats. 
4. Participating in athletic events. 
5. Walking in public parks. 
6. Calling from public phone booths. 
7. Using rail stations waiting rooms. 
8. Having their teeth filled with gold. 

October 16, 
1939 

German forces push back the French back to the Maginot Line 
near Saarbrucken after heavy fighting.  The Luftwaffe loses 
over 200 planes to effective French air defenses. 
 
All German warships receive modified instructions for 
attacking targets: ALL MERCHANT SHIPS RECOGNIZED 
AS ENEMY ONES (British or French) CAN BE TORPEDOED 
WITHOUT WARNING. 
 
French planes searching for the Admiral Scheer and Emden, 
attack Spanish ships – Cruiser Baleares and destroyer Alsedo 
by mistake.  Both ships are strafed, but no hits are made on 
them.  The cruiser Baleares is able to shoot down two of the 
attacking planes.  Madrid protests to the French Ambassador. 
 
The World asks, “Where is the Admiral Scheer?” 

October 17, 
1939 

The Luftwaffe Bombs Scapa Flow for the first time.  The 
training ship Iron Duke is damaged.  Two destroyers are sunk.  
No losses to the Luftwaffe is reported. 

October 18, 
1939 

The President of Finland met with the kings of Scandinavian 
countries to consider the latest threat made by the Soviets.  
The Soviet Union demands an exchange of territory around the 
Karelian Isthmus (2,123 sq miles of Russian for 1,042 sq miles 
of Finnish), and Soviet military bases inside Finland, designed 
to secure the “Safety of Leningrad.” Stalin demands the 
peninsula of Hango, west of Helsinki in the Gulf of Finland. 

October 19, 
1939 

Turkey signs a 15-year agreement of mutual defense treaty 
with Great Britain and France today.  Ankara pledges to aid 
the European allies if war reached the Mediterranean, but 
would not if such aid could bring Turkey into conflict with the 
Soviet Union.  Turkey was given control of the disputed Sanjak 
of Alexandretta from French Syria. 

October 26, 
1939 

Hans Frank took over as Governor General of Poland. 
 
On the eve of a Senate vote on amending the Neutrality Act, 
President Roosevelt delivered a fireside chat, “In and out of 
Congress we have heard orators and commentators and others 
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beating their breasts proclaiming against sending the boys of 
American mothers to fight on the battlefields of Europe.  That I 
do not hesitate to label as one of the worst fakes in current 
history.  It is a deliberate setup of an imaginary bogy.”  The 
Senate voted to amend the act, and the house followed suit 
seven days later. 

October 27, 
1939 

Chancellor Hitler commands his generals to prepare for the 
western offensive. 
 
The Netherlands secretly deals with the Germans to keep 
herself out of the war. 
 
Spain declares War on France and Great Britain.  All Pyrenees 
passes are fortified.  All French and British possessions are 
seized.  Spanish troops begin massing near Gibraltar. 
 
General Francisco Franco of Spain declares War on France 
today and on Great Britain for the attacks on Spanish vessels.  
He also orders that all Pyrenees passes to be fortified.  Spanish 
troops begin massing near the British base of Gibraltar. 

October 29, 
1939 

Reflecting on the rising number of Chinese defections to the 
Japanese, the U.S. military attaché reported that there were 
100,000 armed Chinese serving as Huang Hsieh Chun 
(Imperial Assistance Troops). 

October 31, 
1939 

The Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov gave a speech today 
before the Supreme Soviet, asserting that the Soviet Union had 
a right and duty to adopt strong measures to insure their 
security and again demanded territorial concessions from 
Finland. 
 
The Death Penalty is ordered for all Poles disobeying German 
authority, with the guilty to be tried in SS courts. 

November 1, 
1939 

By decree, The Third Reich formally annexes western Poland. 
 
Spanish troops begin shelling Gibraltar today, just a few 
rounds at a time. 

November 3, 
1939 

The Soviet Union incorporates Eastern Poland into her empire 
following rigged plebiscites in which the majority of the 12 
million Poles living in the conquered territory reputedly 
favored Soviet annexation. 
 
Finland again offered a counterproposal to the Soviets, stating 
it recognizes Soviet Security needs but had now gone as far as 
its “independence, security, and neutrality permit.” Helsinki 
was adamantly opposed to granting the Soviets a military base 
on Finnish Territory. 
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November 4, 
1939 

The US Congress repealed the U.S. Neutrality Law.  American 
policy now permitted “Cash and Carry” purchases, a move 
clearly favorable to France and England.  President Roosevelt 
issued new proclamations of Neutrality and defined the zones 
of combat, including the Bay of Biscay, waters adjacent to 
England and Ireland, the English Channel, the North Sea, and 
the Baltic.  All US ships are to be barred from these waters.  
The main point was that US manufacturers could now sell 
arms to belligerents if the material was shipped under the flag 
of a foreign nation. 
 
Germany’s Ambassador to Washington, D.C. puts in a order for 
an arms shipment to US manufacturers within hours of the 
repeal of Neutrality Act.  He orders raw materials in short 
supply in Germany, as well as 150 US made aircraft that the 
Luftwaffe was interested in.  The planes were Boeing F-4B-4 
carrier fighters, Boeing B-17A Flying Fortress heavy bombers, 
Consolidated PBY-3 flying boats, and Douglas DB-7B Boston 
light bombers.  German merchant ships currently in US ports 
would wait for the orders to be filled. 
 
France orders 300 Grumman F4F-2 fighters for herself. 

November 05, 
1939 

Adolf Hitler sets Nov.12, 1939 as the date for the attack on 
France and Belgium.  He later backs down on advice by his 
Generals because the Army has to regroup and supplies need 
to be brought up, also because bad weather sets in. 
 
Lt. Robyn von Edwards of the Luftwaffe sets a new record of 
confirmed kills.  Fifteen Polish aircraft and 16 French 
warplanes, nine of which are France’s newest fighter - the 
Dewoitine D-520 seen over Saarbrucken. 

November 7, 
1939 

Poland’s Governor General Hans Frank, establishes his 
headquarters in Krakow, which replaced Warsaw as the 
capital. 

November 08, 
1939 

Chancellor Hitler escapes an assassination attempt.  He had 
just left a Munich Beer Garden - 20 minutes before the bomb 
that was hidden in a supporting pillar, exploded.  Nine people 
were killed.  That night the French Air Force bombed Munich, 
6 of her night bombers were lost by the city’s air defenses. 
 
Finland again stated to Moscow “It cannot grant a foreign 
power, military bases inside her territory and within the 
confines of her frontiers”. 
 
Captain Glennus J. McQueen of the late passenger liner 
Edinburgh, is given a new command of the Royal Navy’s 
newest ship from the shipyards, HMS Q-ship Prunella, capable 
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of 8 knots, 1,618 tons, looks like a small coastal steamer, but 
has concealed aboard her; 5 - 6 inch/40 caliber plus one 3.0”/40 
anti-aircraft guns.  The new crew will consist of 100 seamen 
and 25 marines for boarding actions.  Chief gunnery officer and 
2nd in command is Lieutenant Commander Marcus Owens.  
Owens shall join the new command in two days after he 
completes a hurried course at Gunnery School. 

November 9, 
1939 

British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain hails the repeal of 
the US Embargo law as a “momentous event”, which, he 
stated, “reopens for the Allies the doors of the greatest 
storehouse of supplies in the world.” 

November 13, 
1939 

Negotiations between Finland and the Soviet Union are 
terminated.  Joseph Stalin orders plans for the immediate 
attack against Finland.  
 
HMS Prunella leaves Glasgow shipyards for patrol of the 
Outer Hebrides and it will be a shakedown cruise as well. 

November 16, 
1939 

An uprising in Prague was quelled.  Martial law was imposed 
and many of the dissidents -- including large numbers of 
students were executed. 

November 18, 
1939 

German magnetic mines account for the loss of 160,000 tons of 
Allied shipping off England’s east coast during the preceding 
week. 
 
Spanish Air Force planes shoot down seven French aircraft 
who were patrolling the Pyrenees. 

November 20, 
1939 

The Luftwaffe begins laying mines in the Thames Estuary for 
the first time. 

November 21, 
1939 

Japanese passenger liner Terukami Maru hits a German 
magnetic mine in the Thames, an ironic first casualty in the 
indiscriminate mine warfare. 
 
Slovakia is ceded 225 miles of former Polish territory (which 
Poland had forcibly annexed in 1922, 1924 and 1938) in a 
treaty with Germany. 
 
All goods in England earmarked for shipment to Germany are 
confiscated. 
 
The British Admiralty learns that the Kriegsmarine is sending 
out small coastal steamers and freighters armed in the same 
way as the Royal Navy has done with their Armed Merchant 
Cruisers and Q-ships.  HMS Prunella is ordered to move North 
to counter any possible moves by the Germans. 
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November 22, 
1939 

The Royal Navy’s Destroyer HMS Gipsy hits a German 
magnetic mine in the Thames; two other destroyers are 
damaged when they go to pick up survivors. British mine 
experts the next day located one of the magnetic mines on the 
mud flats near Shoeburyness and soon swept the estuary and 
began equipping ships with anti-magnetic devices within 6 
months. 
 
Spanish Submarines torpedoed HMS cruisers York and Exeter 
in Gibraltar’s Harbor.  Spanish Army troops begin shelling the 
Gibraltar Peninsula.  British troops are rushed to reinforce the 
defenders. 
 
Spanish Submarines torpedo the Royal Navy’s Heavy Cruisers 
York and Dorsetshire just outside the entrance of Gibraltar’s 
Harbor.  Both ships are able to make it into the Harbor 
without any assistance by harbor tugs.  Both of the cruisers 
were at the point of entering the harbor after patrolling SSW of 
the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea.  Both should be in dry-
dock for 7 to 11 months.  The Spanish submarines are driven 
off by persistent anti-submarine attacks by aircraft of the 
Carrier Ark Royal.  Spanish Army units begin to shell the 
outer perimeter of Gibraltar’s defense zone. Spanish troops 
tried to assault the Gibraltar Perimeter today under the cover 
of that barrage. No territory was gained even after three hours 
of persistent attack.  The Spaniards suffered heavy casualties. 
British Army troops are being rushed to reinforce the 
defenders from elsewhere in the Empire. 

November 23, 
1939 

The Kriegsmarine Battle cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau 
sink the Royal Navy’s Armed Merchant Cruiser Rawalpindi 
and capture 7 British merchantmen and one tanker in the 
Iceland-Faeroes passage. 
 
The Admiral Scheer captures four merchantmen off Oran, 
French North Africa and then disappears.  The French Navy is 
frustrated because they can’t find the Scheer even after a 
lengthy search during the night.  The Kriegsmarine light 
cruiser Emden is found docked in the Balearic Islands by an 
American merchantmen. 
 
The Star of David identification badges were made compulsory 
for all Jews in occupied Poland.  
 
The merchantmen SS George Brown is sunk 200 miles west of 
Trondheim, Norway by a Kriegsmarine raider of indeterminate 
size.  The George Brown was of 7,000 tonnage, carrying a load 
of machine parts to Glasgow, Scotland. 

November 26, The Soviet Union charges that Finland had started artillery 
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1939 barrages onto Soviet territory.  Moscow also protested “the 
concentration of Finnish troops in the vicinity of Leningrad,” 
which Moscow described as a hostile act. 
 
The German Freighter Idarwild is sunk by the Royal Navy’s 
cruiser Diomedes off the U.S. east coast.  The American 
destroyer USS Broome stood by as the freighter was destroyed.  
U.S. Neutrality practices are strongly questioned by Berlin. 
 
Spanish Destroyers capture five French merchantmen and six 
British merchantmen off the Azores.  Spanish Heavy Cruisers 
Canarias and Galicia with assist from the Admiral Scheer 
shelled Gibraltar for 30 minutes, but are driven off by 
Gibraltar’s shore batteries and the battleships of Force H.  The 
Royal Navy’s Aircraft Carrier is set on fire by Spanish long-
range artillery.  Meanwhile four Spanish Airbases near Madrid 
are raided by the carrier’s warplanes and over 80 Spanish 
planes are destroyed on the ground.  Seven British Fairey 
Swordfish bombers and two Gloster Sea Gladiators fighters 
were lost due to Anti-Aircraft batteries. 
 
The British Admiralty acknowledges the loss of 14 
merchantmen missing throughout the South Atlantic -- blames 
a Kriegsmarine raider. 

November 27, 
1939 

Finland denies any shelling of Soviet territory and said the 
firing of artillery observed during the day before near the 
village of Mainila actually came from the Soviets side of the 
frontier.  Moscow renounces the Soviet-Finnish nonaggression 
treaty of 1932. 

November 28, 
1939 

Great Britain declares all German exports as contraband. [Oh, 
darn that shipment of Spitfires for the Luftwaffe’s use just 
won’t be coming for Christmas!] 

November 29, 
1939 

Russia breaks off diplomatic relations with Finland, claiming 
that Finnish troops were continuing attacks on Soviet units on 
the Karelian Itmus and other points along their mutual 
borders. 
 
Finland seeks conciliation or arbitration in the dispute with 
the Soviets under terms of their non-aggression treaty. 
 
The United States offers its good offices to both Finland and 
the Soviet Union. 
 
The German Freighter Idarwild is sunk by the Royal Navy 
cruiser HMS Diomede off the U.S. east coast.  The American 
Destroyer USS Broome stood by as the freighter was 
destroyed.  U.S. Neutrality practices are challenged by Berlin 
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most vehemently. 
 
Madrid ratifies its pact of friendship with Germany.  Madrid 
promises use of Spanish ports, and airbases for the German 
military if needed.  And cooperative efforts by police and 
propaganda matters. 
 
Spanish Destroyers capture 5 French and 6 British 
merchantmen near the Azores Islands.  Spanish Heavy 
Cruisers Canarias and Galicia in conjunction with 
Kriegsmarine Admiral Scheer shells the British base of 
Gibraltar, but are driven off by the Royal Navy’s Battleships of 
Force H.  HMS Carrier Ark Royal is set on fire by artillery 
barrages by Spanish batteries.  Meanwhile four Spanish 
airfields are raided by the Ark Royal’s aircraft.  Over 70 
Spanish warplanes are destroyed on the ground.  Seven British 
fighters and 2 bombers fail to return to Gibraltar. 
 
The Royal Naval Command acknowledges the loss of 14 
merchantmen in the South Atlantic -- blames a German raider 
of some kind. 

November 30, 
1939 

The Soviet Union invades Finland, launching the Winter War.  
The Soviet Red Army units struck across the border on three 
fronts.  Moscow assumes that Finland will be conquered in 12 
days.  The Russians encountered difficulty from the very 
beginning, with the Finns resisting fiercely along the Karelian 
Isthmus, the 90-mile front between the Gulf of Finland and 
Lake Ladoga.  Four Soviet Armies (600,000 men) were involved 
in the attack from Petsamo in the extreme north to a point 800 
miles south in the direction of Viipuri (Vyborg), Finland’s 
second largest city.  The Finnish army consists of about 
150,000 men. 
  
French Destroyer Leopard tangles in a duel with the 
Kriegsmarine cruiser Leipzig south of Dakar, French West 
Africa.  The Leopard is sunk by the Leipzig’s guns. 
  
In a unprecedented flight of long ranged transport planes at 
night, German Kommandoes are parachuted into north-
eastern England.  They attacked and destroyed a seaplane 
assembly plant and a vital communication center.  A squad of 
these Kommandoes making their way to the coast, stopped at a 
country pub, had two pints, and then left on their way.  The 
country patrons assumed it was an English night exercise and 
did not realize that they were the enemy until daybreak the 
next day.  Twenty Kommandoes were killed, and 15 were 
captured.  Out of a force of 200 Kommandoes, it was light 
casualties.  The Germans were able to escape by getting to the 
coast and boarding E-boats waiting just offshore. 
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A Kriegsmarine Raider attacks British ships 70 miles east of 
Madagascar, in the Indian Ocean. Several reports were 
received of the raider being a heavy cruiser or a battleship by 
irate captains.  The Admiralty is confused. 

December 1, 
1939 

HMS Prunella is attacked by a Kriegsmarine four-engined 
reconnaissance plane but no hits were achieved, except for 
some machinegun holes through a bulkhead, and into the First 
Mate’s bunk, only moments after, Commander Owens had 
gotten up to take a shower, “Boy was he angry at that”. 
 
The Democratic Republic of Finland was established by the 
Soviets at Terijoki.  According to Moscow, “The people already 
rose in various parts of the country and proclaimed the 
formation of a democratic republic.  Part of the soldiers of 
Finland’s Army already have sided with the new government 
backed by the people.” 

December 2, 
1939 

The Finnish Democratic Republic signs a treaty of assistance 
and friendship with the Soviet Union. 
 
The Kriegsmarine Shipyards in the Kiel naval yard launch a 
new warship for the Kriegsmarine.  The design is a new type of 
Heavy Cruiser.  She will have 8 centerline 8-inch guns and two 
turrets on both the port and starboard sides, giving a total of 
12 - 8-inch guns, plus 12 torpedo tubes.  The naval yard also 
announces that this will be the start of 4 more in the class.  
The name has not been announced as yet. 
December 03, 1939 
   . 

December 3, 
1939 

Finland seeks intervention by the League of Nations in this 
war with the Soviets. 
 
British conscription is extended to all men between 19 and 41 
years of age, with limited occupational deferments. 
 
Britain’s Anti-Submarine Bombs 
 
Few military weapons developed in peacetime were more 
disappointing in combat than the British 100 lb antisubmarine 
bomb.  In most cases it was impossible to gauge its 
effectiveness, but today, a British submarine was attacked by 
mistake and the bomb was revealed as almost totally 
ineffective.  HMS Snapper received a direct hit at the base of 
the conning tower from an RAF coastal patrol bomber.  
Fortunately for the sub crew, the lethal power was limited to 
four broken light bulbs in the control room.  A crash program 
was then ordered for depth charges to be dropped from aircraft. 
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December 5, 
1939 

The Soviets reject the League of Nations proposals to settle the 
war with Finland.  Moscow claims that the Soviet Union was 
no longer at war, having concluded a peace with its puppets.  
The Soviets said the Finnish Democratic Republic had 
requested intervention on December 1st. 

December 7, 
1939 

Soviet troops advanced to the main Finnish defense line along 
the Karelian Isthmus.  The Finns reported that they sank the 
Soviet cruiser Kirov by torpedoing her with their only 
submarine, just outside of the Kronstadt naval base. 

December 8, 
1939 

The United States protests the British embargo on German 
exports, stating, “Whatever may be said for or against 
measures directed by one belligerent against another they may 
not rightfully be carried to the point of enlarging the rights of a 
belligerent over neutral vessels and their cargoes, or otherwise 
penalizing neutral states or their nationals in connection with 
their legitimate activities.” 

December 9, 
1939 

The Soviet news agency TASS carried a report that Germany 
was sending supplies to the Finns.  Actually, Germany was 
preserving its neutrality, but Italy was shipping materiel to 
Finland through Germany. This was principally modern 
aircraft and armored vehicles.  Soviet-German relations 
became a bit strained over this point, nonetheless, but the 
Italians continued to aid the Finns in their “Anti-Bolshevik” 
war. 

December 10, 
1939 

Finland issues a general appeal for aid, stating it had been 
attacked by the Soviets, “Without the slightest cause.”  
Helsinki added, “our position as the active outpost of western 
civilization gives us the right to expect the active resistance of 
other civilized nations.” 
 
The United States grants $10 million credit for agricultural 
supplies, a gesture largely due to Finland’s unique payment of 
war debts to the United States. 

December 11, 
1939 

Finland asked for concrete aid, “not words of encouragement,” 
from the League of Nations. 

December 12, 
1939 

The Soviet Union turns down a League of Nations appeal for a 
cease-fire and mediation on Finland. 
 
Adhering to Admiralty’s instructions to refrain from 
unrestricted submarine warfare, HMS submarine Salmon 
permits the 52,000-ton German liner Bremen to proceed to 
Germany.  The Bremen had been intercepted off the 
Norwegian coast on her return from New York, 
 
HMS Prunella – Q-ship – drives off a Kriegsmarine frigate that 
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was attacking a large British merchant ship near the Shetland 
Islands.  Captain McQueen sends a message asking for a 
commendation for Lt. Commander for excellent gunnery and a 
cool level head under fire.  The Q-ship is hit by 5 small caliber 
shells by the frigate.  Insignificant damage to the Q-ship, no 
dockyard repair required. 

December 13 to 
17, 1939 

The Kriegsmarine Pocket Battleship Graf Spee is trapped in 
the Battle of the River Platte on the 13th of December.  HMS 
Heavy Cruiser Exeter identifies the Graf Spee in the mouth of 
the River Platte off the coast of Uruguay.  The warship - raider 
is blamed for the sinking of 19 Allied ships totaling 181,000 
tons, since the beginning of the war.  For the rest of the day, 
the Graf Spee was engaged in a running gun battle with 
Exeter, the light cruiser Ajax and the New Zealand cruiser 
Achilles.  The Exeter and the Graf Spee are both reported to be 
heavily damaged; while the Ajax is sunk by a direct shell hit in 
the Ajax forward magazines around 1540 hrs.  Graf Spee then 
flees to Montevideo harbor, whereby international law, she is 
permitted temporary sanctuary.  On the 17th of December, 
under the orders from Berlin, The Graf Spee sails out of the 
River Platte and disappears to the south after firing and 
crippling the Exeter, and is able to put a torpedo into the 
Achilles.  Captain Fairchile of the Exeter is killed when a 
heavy caliber shell plowed through the bridge and into sickbay 
where he lay after the action of the 13th.  The Exeter sank 
after 4 hours of heroic effort to save her. 

December 14, 
1939 

Chancellor Adolf Hitler orders the High Command to 
“investigate how one can take possession of Norway,” After 
being advised by former War Minister of Norway – Vikun 
Quisling. Quisling had met with Chancellor Hitler the previous 
summer and encouraged the Germans to occupy Norway.  
Quisling, a long time associate of Reichsleiter Alfred 
Rosenberg, had already discussed the seizure of Norwegian 
ports in collaboration with the Kriegsmarine three days 
previously with Grand Admiral Erich Raeder. 
 
The League of Nations expels the Soviet Union after branding 
her as an aggressor in violation of treaties with Finland, the 
League Covenant and the Pact of Paris.  Never before had such 
action been taken against a League member.  The League 
agreed to coordinate international aid programs for the Finns. 
 
HMS Prunella engages the Kriegsmarine raider SS Helgoland 
(8,512 tons) mounting 6 x 3.5”/45 guns and two torpedo tubes.  
The running gun battle will take 3 days before the badly 
damaged Prunella sinks the Helgoland with a well aimed 
round into the stern magazine of the Helgoland.  Shells also hit 
the German’s engine room as well.  Prunella rescues 75 of the 
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German’s crew out of an estimated 200 of the Helgoland’s 
personnel.  Prunella suffered 21 dead and 40 wounded. 

December 16, 
1939 

Count Ciano, Italy’s Foreign Minister, delivers a violent attack 
on the Soviet Union in a speech before the Fascist assembly in 
Rome.  His tone had been reflected in the Italian Press and 
radio broadcasts.  Since the invasion of Finland, Italy had sent 
volunteers and modern war material to Finland to fight the 
Soviets. 
 
Italy sends 1,125 Alpine Infantrymen from the Dolomite 
Mountains to assist the Finns.  Sweden also sends 500 
volunteers to assist Finland. 

December 18, 
1939 

Twelve out of 24 Royal Air Force Vickers Wellington medium 
Bombers are shot down by Luftwaffe fighters while attempting 
to attack naval vessels around Wilhelmshaven and Schillig 
Roads. 
 
Admiral Scheer and Cruisers Nurnberg and Emden attack 
Malta for the first time, sinking 4 ships.  Royal Navy warships 
from Alexandria fail to find them. 
 
The Royal Naval Command reports that British forces have 
sunk three U-boats in the English Channel.  
 
Chancellor Hitler meets Quisling again today and promises 
him financial support in return for assistance, he would render 
to the Wehrmacht’s High Command. 

December 19, 
1939 

German Passenger Liner Columbus is scuttled about 450 miles 
east of Cape May, New Jersey.  The Columbus had been trailed 
by the American light Cruiser USS Tuscaloosa since leaving 
Vera Cruz, Mexico, with the cruiser constantly broadcasting 
the liner’s positions for all to hear.  The captain of the 
Columbus felt his position was untenable and he could not 
avoid seizure or being sunk by Allied warships.  He concluded 
that scuttling was his only course of action.  Berlin protested 
the Tuscaloosa part to Washington most stridently. 
  
Royal Air Force Short Singapore reconnaissance seaplanes 
operating out of Malta sight the Kriegsmarine Light Cruiser 
Nurnberg docked at Palermo, Sicily.  Royal Naval warships 
were sent to intercept.  Force H warships evacuated to Oran, 
French Northwest Africa, to prevent any further damage by 
Spanish shore guns.  HMS Ark Royal strikes a Spanish mine 
and was forced to be towed into Oran. 
 
French Moroccan Army Troops attack Spanish Morocco but are 
bloodily repulsed by Spanish use of Italian and German Armor.  
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French losses are over 6,000 men.  Spanish losses are about 
3,000 and 30 tanks (mainly 5 tonners and old CV-3/33 
tankettes). 

December 20, 
1939 

The United States embargoed the delivery of planes, plants, 
and technical information required for the production of 
aviation gasoline to “certain countries” engaged in “unprovoked 
bombing and machine-gunning of civilian populations from the 
air.”  This is the first gesture in what was called a “Moral 
Embargo” 

December 21, 
1939 

Romania signs a new economic agreement with the Reich. 
Romania receives 7,000 tons of war material during the first 
three days after the signing.  Then a further 20,000 tons will 
be shipped in the following two weeks.  Romania receives 20 
Pzkpfw 35t light tanks, 80 Pzkpfw II light tanks and 50 
armored cars, besides artillery and other sundry weapons.  In 
aircraft, she received 15 Dornier Do-17z medium bombers, 6 
Heinkel He-8 reconnaissance floatplanes and 18 Henschel Hs-
123A-1 biplane ground attack planes. 
 
Luftwaffe ace fighter pilot Lt. von Edwards is shot down while 
chasing a Royal Air Force Handley Page Hampden heavy 
bomber over Schillig Roads, whereby he and his rear gunner, 
Luft Sgt. Berry von Murray nearly drown because they 
couldn’t get their official Luftwaffe rubber raft inflated.  Both 
will spend weeks in the hospital recuperating.  

December 22, 
1939 

The Finns launch an unexpected major counter-attack against 
the Russians.  The Soviets shell Helsinki for the first time with 
the Battleships Marat and Sevastopol. 

December 
23,1939 

Protests were filed with the British Government, the French 
Government, and with The Third Reich about the Graf Spee 
incident, by 21 Latin American Republics, which they claimed 
violated the neutrality of American waters.  British detention 
and destruction of German shipping by British warships are 
also noted. 

December 26, 
1939 

The Royal Navy begins mining the English east coast from 
Morey Firth to the Thames Estuary.  The Kriegsmarine loses a 
torpedo-boat from a attack by a Royal Air Force Fairey 
Swordfish torpedo-bomber near the Netherlands / Belgian 
border. 
 
HMS Q-ship Prunella returns to Glasgow for resupply and 
refit.  The ship will be tied up at dock until January 10,1940.  
All crew are given holiday leave. 

December 27, 
1939 

The United States protest to London about the British seizure 
of U.S. Mail en route to Europe. 
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Two German non-coms are killed by the Poles in a Warsaw 
suburb bar.  The bar owner is immediately hanged and 120 
Poles were shot at random. 
 
The Indian Expeditionary Force Troops begin arriving in 
France.  
 
France and Great Britain begin seeking permission from 
Sweden for the shipment of “unofficial” aid to Finland through 
Sweden. 

December 29, 
1939 

Finnish troops administrated a resounding defeat to the 
Soviets at Suommusalmi. 
 
An Argentine merchantmen near the Falklands sight the 
Kriegsmarine pocket battleship Graf Spee.  German light 
cruiser Leipzig sinks 60,000 tons of allied shipping along the 
west coast of Africa.  Former World War I German colony of 
Cameroon overthrows the British colonial rule, and declares 
itself a member of the Third Reich.  
 
Two Kriegsmarine U-boats are reported sunk by British naval 
mines laid days before along the east coast of England. 

December 30, 
1939 

Cameroon declares itself as a colony of the Reich.  Berlin 
orders the Cruiser Admiral Hipper and Battle Cruiser 
Gneisenau with transports to carry 2 infantry brigades and a 
number of armored vehicles as well.  The cruiser Leipzig docks 
at the main port of Cameroon - Douala, she unloads a company 
of Kriegsmarine naval infantry. 
 
Chancellor Hitler vows to continue the war: “ the Jewish 
reactionary warmongers have awaited this hour for years.  
They are prepared and were unwilling to cancel their plans for 
the destruction of Germany.  Those warmongers want war.  
They shall have it.” 
 
China’s revivified Air Force was dealt a crushing defeat over 
Linchow.  Forty Chinese fighters challenged 13 Japanese Type 
96 fighters.  In the ensuing battle, 14 of the Chinese planes 
were shot down without a single Japanese loss. 

 
This is the completion of 1939. The next volume will deal with 1940 and the 
events there. After all six volumes have been made; the truth of it will be put out. 
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